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scRxmnBua  x&XiiTSTaiATSD. 

REMARKS  ON  SCRIPTURE  CHARACTERS, 

And  on  the  case  of  the  Old  Prophet y  men^ 

tioned  in  1  Kings  :  Ch.  xiii. 

It  has  long  appeared  to  me  of  some  im¬ 
portance,  that  we  should  distinctly  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  Bible  (1  mean  particularly  the 
Old  Testament)  is  not  a  Book  of  Biogra- 
phy  y — by  which  1  mean,  that  no  individ¬ 
uals  are  mentioned,  either  as  to  their  char¬ 
acter  Or  condiict,  hut  only  as  either  relates 
to  the  general  history y  which  history,  in 
its  ultimate  aim,  is  the  revelation  of  the 
MfiDfATOR,  and  the  preparation  for  his 
advent,  as  Messiah. 

I  am  well  persuaded  that  this  principle, 
clearly  laid  down  as  preparatory  to  the 
reading  of  the  historical  parts  of  Scripture, 
would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  answer  many 
cavils,  and  remove  many  difficulties.  On 
this  account  I  have  seen  with  regret  the 
labours  of  some  good  men  in  compiling 
“  Scripture  Characters/^  For  though  the 
conduct  in  various  instances,  whether  good 
or  bad,  of  individuals  recorded  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  contains  matter  of  instruction  and 
admonition  ;  (1  Cor.  x.  6,  11  ;  Heb.  xi. 
2 ;)  yet,  (and  I  have  chiefly  in  view 
those  of  the  Jewish  Church,)  persons  liv¬ 
ing  under  an  inferior  dispensation,  and 
who,  if  distinguished y  are  so,  as  Prophets 
and  Kings,  cannot  form  proper  exemplars 
to  us  under  the  Christian  dispensation. 
Their  being  brought  forward  as  suchy  has 
had,  on  the  whole,  a  hurtful  tendency  ;  be¬ 
ing  done,  I  am  persuaded,  contrary  to 
Scripture  design,  if  w'e  may  judge  of  inten¬ 
tion  by  the  evident  withholding  of  materi- 
ars,^and  of  tendencies  by  effects. 

But  though  we  may  be  cautious  of  modr 
elsy*  we  need  not  be  so  of  warnings  ;  and 
th^eforel  venture  to  suggest  some  thoughts 
OQ  the  account  given  us  (l  Kings  xiii.)  of 
the  very  singular  behaviour  of  the  old 

mean  prior  to  the  period  of  Pentecostal 
(John  i.  33 ;  vii.  39.) 


Prophet  who  resided  at  Bethel.  There  is 
no  reason  to  disbelieve  his  assertion,  ( ver. 
18,)  I  am  a  Prophet  also  as  thou  irt,’’ 
because  he  is  expressly  so  called,  botl.  in 
this  chapter,  and  2  Kings  xxiii.  18.  But 
I  apprehend,  dwelling  in  Samaria,  he  was 
HXi  unfaithful  one;  otheiwise  a  Prophet 
need  not  have  been  sent  from  Judah  to  re¬ 
prove  the  sin  of  Jeroboam.  Unfaithful¬ 
ness  in  an  office  (more  especially  a  sacred 
one)  is  to  the  strength  of  the  soul,  what 
the  cutting  off  of  Samson’s  locks  was  to 
the\strength  of  his  body  ; — the  man  is  left 
weak,  and  powerless  against  the  first  be-' 
set  ment  of  temptation.  I  suspect  that  the 
old  Prophet  felt  himself  slighted  in  not  be¬ 
ing  distinguished  from  his  idolatrous  neigh¬ 
bours  by  some  notice  from  the  Prophet  of 
Judah  ;  and  hence  resulted^  his  attempt  to 
bring  him  back,  which  would  have  been 
lawful  if  his  sons  had  not  distinctly  report¬ 
ed  the  refusal  of  the  King’s  invitation. 
Having  thus  begun  to  slide,  the  path  be¬ 
came  more  slip))ery,  and  he  hesitated  not 
to  tell  a  lie  to  effect  his  purpose.  And 
afterwards,  when  pronouncing  the  sen¬ 
tence  of  God  on  the  disobedience  he  had 
occasioned,  he  doubtless  painfully  felt  the 
guilt  he  had  himself  incurred,  and  its  pun¬ 
ishment.  Instead  of  his  character  being 
raised  or  established,  as  he  designed,  in 
the  view  of  his  neighbours,  he  was  obli¬ 
ged  first  to  confess  his  deceit  to  the  Pro¬ 
phet  whom  he  had  injured  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  the  whole  became  public,  and  has 
been  transmitted  to  posterity  by  the  sacred 
records.  Much  cause  had  he  inrleed  to 
mourn  over  the  grave  of  his  brother  ;  and 
we  may  hope  that  he  sincerely  mourned 
over  his  own  sin, — but  he  deserved  not 
that  this  should  be  recorded.  Jf  an  undue 
regard  to  his  own  reputation  had  been  the 
cause,  (as  I  suspect  it  was,)  first  of  a  crim¬ 
inal  silence,  and  then  of  criminal  words, 
his  penitence,  though  it  might  come  before 
the  mercy-seat,  was  very  justly  denied  ad¬ 
mission  into  the  short  memoir  concerning 
him;  but  he  confirmed  the  word  of  the 


Jewish  Prophet,  and  was  allowed  to  be  Under  these  apprehensions  of  danger^ 
laid  in  the  same  grave  with  him,  whereby  he  drew  up  an  “  Historical  Narrative  ol 
his  bones  remained  undisturbed  when  Jo-  Heresy  and  its  punishment  labouring  to 
SI  AH  (2  Kings  xxiii.  18)  fulfilled  the  di-  prove  that  there  was  no  authority  to  de- 
vine  threatening.  As  1  think  this  view  terraine  heresy  or  to  punish  it,  when  he 
of  the  case  may  .minister  adrnunifton  (o  us^  wrote  his  Leviathan,’^  pretending  to 
I  have  ventured  to  submit  it  for  insertion.  wonder  that  the  Parliament  should  accuse 

E.  M.  13.  his  book  of  heresy,  and  then  complaining 
of  the  fierceness  of  Divines.  Under  the 

mm  a  •AmmniM  Same  constcmation  he  framed,  An  Apo- 

SBLEOT  VAMXBTXBB, 

‘  forth  that  the  exceptionable  things  in  his 

ACCOUNT  OF  THOMAS  HOBBES.  o  Leviathan”  were  not  so  much  his  opin- 
((’oiiciudwi  from  |>a{»e  18.)  suppositions,  humbly  submit- 

As  he  knew  how  hateful  his  principles  ted  to  the  Clergy,  and  never  since  dogma- 
were  to  some  persons,  he  was  so  appre-  tically  maintained  by  him  either  in  his 
hensive  of  danger,  that  he  contrived  to  writings  or  discourses, 
have  a  friend  or  two  at  Court  to  protect  If  this  cringing  and  pusillanimity  ren- 
hini,  if  occasion  should  require  it ;  and  he  der  him  contemptible  in  our  eyes,  what 
was  far  enough  from  selecting  the  best  shall  we  say  of  his  hypocrisy,  which  led 
characters  for  this  purpose.  Holding  it  him,  while  he  despised  religion  and  its 
as  a  favourite  maxim,  that'^^  It  is  lawful  Ministers,  to  observe  its  forms  ?  That 
to  make  use  of  ill  instruments  to  do  our-  this  was  the  case  is  plain  :  for,  in  addition 
selves  good,”  he  acted  accordingly.  Was  to  his  confessions,  he  began  to  make  open 
not  this  doing  evil  that  good  might  come  ?  show  of  religion  and  church-communion  ; 

He  read  little  as  he  increased  in  years,  frequenting  the  Chapel ;  joining  in  the 
contenting  himself  with  his  former  acquire-  service  ;  and  generally  partaking  of  the 
ments  of  knowledge;  but  he  conversed  Holy  Sacrament.  And  if  any  stranger  in 
freely  with  those  persons  who  visited  him,  conversation  with  him  questioned  his  be- 
provided  he  was  rmt  pressed  too  hard,  nor  Uef,  he  would  always  appeal  to  his  con- 
contradicted  ; — in  such  cases  he  was  short  formity  in  these  public  ceremonies,  and  re- 
and  peevish,  and  from  the  high  opinion  he  fer  them  to  the  officiating  Clergyman  for 
formed  of  them,  referred  them  to  his  owm  a  proof  of  the  same.  Some,  indeed,  thought 
writings  for  greater  satisfaction.  He  be-  that  this  was  done  in  compliance  with  the 
came  at  last  so  irritable  that  strangers  were  wishes  of  the  family;  as,  when  he  was 
not  permitted  to  see  him,  hut  on  the  ex-  from  home,  he  never  went  to  any  parish 
press  condition  that  tliey  should  not  dis-  Church,  and  even  on  Sundays  he  went  out 
pute  with  him  or  contradict  him.  of  the  Chapel  after  tlie  prayers,  and  refus- 

As  his  writings  were  found  to  have  such  ed  to  hear  the  sermon,  because  he  said, 
an  evil  tendency,  and  to  undermine  the  They  could  teach  him  nothing  but  what 
faith  of  many  persons,  complaint  was  made  he  knew’ !”  This,  however,  was  not  mere- 
in  Parliainent  in  1 666  against  his  books,  ly  pride  of  understanding.  It  arose,  prin- 
and  a  hill  brought  in  against  atheism  a)id  cipally,  from  that  hatred  to  the  Clergy 
prqfancnessy  the  news  of  which  extremely  which,  on  many  occasions,  he  could  not 
disturbed  him.  He  was  then  at  Chats-  conceal ;  and  it  was  only  kept  under  any 
worth;  and  feared  that,  if  messengers  restraint  from  fear  of  their  revenging  theiu- 
were  sent  for  him,  the  Earl  would  deliver  selves. 

him  up,  and  the  two  Houses  commit  him  Through  his  whole  life  he  was  influen- 
to  the  Bishops,  and  they  decree  him  a  her-  ced  by  his  fears.  It  was  this  passion  of 
etic,  and  return  him  to  the  Civil  Magis-  fear  which  irove  him  to  Paris,  after  he 
trate  by  a  writ  Dc  Hcretico  comburendo.  published  his  high  monarchial  principles, 
This  terror  upon  his  spirits  appalled  him  when  the  Parliament  rose  up  against  them ; 
very  much,  and  led  him  frequently  to  de-  he  then,  in  a  fright,  was  the  first  wlio  de¬ 
clare  to  those  about  him  that  he  meant  no  serted  the  King,  as  he  himself  acknow- 
harm,  and  was  no  obstinate  man,  and  was  ledged,  to  take  sheltei-  in  France  ;  and  h 
ready  to  make  any  proper  satisfaction :  was  the  same  principle,  that,  after  some 
for  his  prevailing  principle,  and  his  reso-  years,  brought  him  to  England,  “^be- 
lution  upon  it,  was  to  suffer  for  no  cause  cause,”  as  he  said,  “  he  would  not  tms^ 
whatever!  his  safety  with  the  French  clergy.”  After 


27 


tire  Restoration  he  watched  every  oppor-^ 
tunity  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  King 
and  his  Ministers,  and  looked  upon  the 
pension  that  was  granted  him  to  be  more 
valuable,  as  it  was  an  earnest  of  protection, 
than  on  any  other  account.  All  his  aim 
was  to  secure  himself  from  danger.  He 
could  not  endure  the  idea  of  being  left 
alone  in  a  house.  He  would  not  be  left 
alone  at  Chatsworth  when  the  family  went 
from  thence  to  Hardwick,  but  made  his 
way  on  a  feather-bed  in  a  coach,  though 
he  survived  the  journey  but  a  few  days. 
He  delighted  to  reckon  upon  a  longer  life. 
The  last  year  of  his  long  life  he  had  a 
warm  coat  made,  which  he  said  must  last 
him  three  years,  and  then  he  would  have 
another.  The  only  thought  he  appeared 
to  entertain  in  health  was  to  take  care  of 
some  inscription  for  his  grave.  He  would 
even  suffer  some  friends  to  dictate  an  epi¬ 
taph,  among  which  this  pleased  him  best, 
as  most  flattering  to  his  pride,  ^^This  is 
the  true  Philosopher's  stone.” 

In  his  last  sickness,  he  frequently  in¬ 
quired  whether  his  disease  was  curable  ? 
And  when  intimations  were  given  him  that 
he  might  have  ease,  but  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  recovery,  he  used  this  expres¬ 
sion,  1  shall  be  glad  then  to  And  a  hole 
to  creep  out  of  the  world  at,”  which  were 
his  last  sensible  words  ;  after  which  he 
continued  a  few  davs  in  a  state  of  silent 
stupefaction,  when  his  spirit  was  summon¬ 
ed  to  the  bar  of  his  offended  and  awful 
Judge,  in  the  year  l679. 

Let  us  now  contrast  this  Infidel  Philoso¬ 
pher  with  a  Christian  on  his  approach  to 
the  eternal  world.  I  allude  to  St.  Paul. 
Does  he  express  a  wish  for  a  hole  to 
creep  out  at  ?”  Does  he  shrink  at  . the  ap¬ 
proach  of  death  ?  Does  he  continue  plan¬ 
ning  for  years  to  come,  which  he  must 
not  spend  below  ?  No  !  Hear  ye  who 
suffer  yourselves  to  be  carried  away  with 
the  delusions  of  deism  and  infidelity,— 
hear  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  at 
the  close  of  a  long  and  laborious  life,  spent, 
not  in  corrupting  men’s  principles,  and 
destroying  their  hopes,  but,  in  guiding 
thdir  wandering  feet  into  the  paths  of  ho¬ 
liness  and  peace, — hear  him,  and  ask 
yourselves  whether  the  Christian  is  not  a 
more  courageous,  honourable,  and  happy 
character,  than  he  who  boasts  of  his  exalt¬ 
ed  reason  at  the  expense  of  Revealed  Re¬ 
ligion  :  am  now  ready  to  be  offered, 

and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand. 
I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  1  have  finished 


my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith :  hence¬ 
forth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of 
righteousness,  which  the  Lord  the  righ¬ 
teous  Judge  shall  give  me.”  Shall  we 
call  this  a  hole  to  creep  c»ut  of  the  world 
at  No  ! — but  it  shows  that  there  was 

administered  unto  him  an  entrance  abun¬ 
dantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  his 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  (2  Pet. 
i.  M.) 

SPIRITUAL  COMMERCE. 

hei  ter  from  Mr.  M.  to  Mr.  S. 

Dear  Sir, — To  write  you  on  any  sub¬ 
ject  but  that  of  the  Christian  Covenant,  or 
on  any  other  ground  but  that  of  pure 
friendship,  is  not  my  province.  I  am  not 
a  potter;  neither  do  I  deal  in  any  other 
article  of  sale  by  which  you  mighl  aug¬ 
ment  your  worldly  store ;  so  that  you  can 
gain  nothing  of  this  kind  by  my  correspon¬ 
dence.  I  deal,  ’jtis  true,  in  one  article, 
and  a  good  article  it  is  ;  such  an  one  as  I 
can  recommend  to  my  customer.  But  I 
deal  all  on  credit ;  1  take  credit,  and  I 
give  credit.  I  receive  no  cash  at  present. 
Those  who  imagine  they  pay  me  in  full  by 
giving  me  a  little  breadj  ndther  know  me, 
nor  my  Employer ;  for  what  I  do,  is  done 
by  commission.  I  therefore  say  again,  . . " 
that  I  receive  no  cash  at  present.  I  com¬ 
monly  give  or  take  a  note  of  hand,  as  a 
kind  of  earnest  that  full  payment  will  be 
made  at  some  future  period.  Bdt  it  is 
without  date :  the  time  of  payment  is  al¬ 
ways  left  in  great  uncertainty ;  it  may  be 
paid  in  a  month,  or  it  may  be  delayed  for 
forty  years ;  especially  as  it  relates  to  those 
who  commence  business  early.  As  for 
myself,  I  can  neither  take  credit  for  a  long 
time,  nor  dare  I  offer  so  long  credit  to 
many  of  mv  best  friends. 

The  terms  in  which  my  commission 
runs  are  such  as  the  following;  ^‘Whoso¬ 
ever  will  deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross, 
and  follow  me,  shall  receive  an  hundred 
fold  in  this  life,  and  in  the  world  to  come 
life  everlasting.”  A  hundred  per  cent, 
you  will  allow  is  great  gain ;  but  observe 
this  is  only  the  earnest,  or  part  of  the 
earnest ;  for  hereafter  there  is  a  thousand 
— a  million — ten  thousand  millions  per 
cent,  and  infinitely  more  ! 

By  denying  ourselves,  one  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  explains  it  this  way  :  ‘‘  To  de¬ 
ny  ourselves  of  all  ungodliness,  and  world¬ 
ly  lusis ;  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously, 
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and  godly.”  In  another  place  lie  states 
the  terms  of  trade  thus  :  ^  Therefore  come 
out  from  amongst  them,  and  be  ye  sepa¬ 
rate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and 
I  will  receive  you,  apd  ye  shall  be  my 
sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty.” 

Another  Commissioner,  who  describes 
the  promissory  notes  as  being  of  large  com¬ 
prehension,  says :  **  The  promise  is  to  you, 
and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are 
afar  off,  even  to  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  shall  call.” 

Now  if  you  are  willing  to  enter  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  of  business  in  these 
articles,  and  adhere  faithfully  to  the  terms 
(for  although  niy  Employer  is  very  bene¬ 
volent  and  kind,  yet  he  will  never  alter 
his  terras,)  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of 
your  final  success.  And  I  certainly  would 
advise  you  to  engage  immediately,  and 
carry  on  a  large  and  brisk  trade. 

This  merchandise  has  one  excellent  pro¬ 
perty,  which  cannot  be  said  of  others,  it 
IS  free  from  fluctuatioiMnd  uncertainties  ; 
for  if  we  perform  our  part  wisely  and  dili¬ 
gently,  it  will  go  on  increasingly  and  per¬ 
petually.  it  has  also  been  found  exceed¬ 
ingly  advantageous  to  enter  the  counting- 
house  early  in  the  morning,  and  to  see  all 
locked  up  and  secure  at  night ;  this  done, 
then  your  sleep  will  be  sweet. 

There  is  one  great  domestic  advantage 
which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked :  my 
Employer  has  engaged  to  bless  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  those  who  are  lv)nest,  and  faithful 
in  these  engagements  to  the  last  day  of 
their  existence  upon  earth :  ^‘For  I  will,” 
says  He,  ^^show  mercy  unto  thousands  of 
generations  of  them  that  love  me,  and  keep 
my  commandments.”  So  that  there  is, 
as  you  ma)r  plainly  see,  a  great  probability 
of  securing  both  to  yourself  and  to  your 
children  ^^an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away.” — 
All  other  inheritances  fade  away — but 
this  will  fiourish  for  ever. 

There  is  another  great  merchant,  who 
confers  commissions,  and  deals  in  coun¬ 
terfeit  and  contraband  goods,  but  all  Ms 
articles  are  of  a  perishable  nature.  These 
are  chiefly  sold  at  theatres,  assembly 
rooms,  race  grounds,  taverns,  card  tables, 
gaming  houses,  and  all  places  of  riot  and 
dissipatkni.  In  a  short  time  all  these  ar¬ 
ticles  will  be  seized  by  the  customhouse 
dfiicers,  and  burnt,  and  the  persons  who 
dealt  in  them  all  t^ir  life  will  be  impri¬ 


soned  in  a  horrid  dungeon,  there  to  en¬ 
dure  everlasting  anguish  and  despair _ 

You  have  already  carried  on  a  small 
trade  in  the  former  article,  which  alone 
can  be  considered  of  any  real  value :  1 
would  recommend  that  you  enlarge  your 
trading  establishment;  and  no  one  will 
wish  you  success  more  sincerely  than, — 
Dear  Sir, 

Your’s  affectionately, 

M. 

Feb.  1824. 


ANECDOTE  OF  REV.  SAMUEL  WESLEY. 

Mr.  Wesley  had  a  clerk,  a  well-mean¬ 
ing,  honest,  but  weak,  and  vain  man.  He 
believed  the  Rector,  his  master,  to  be  the 
greatest  man  in  the  parish,  if  not  in  the 
county  ; — and  himself,  as  he  stood  next  to 
him  in  church  ministrations,  to  be  next  to 
him  in  worth  and  importance.  He  had 
the  advantage  and  privilege  of  wearing 
out  Mr.  Wesley ^s  cast  clothes  and  wigs, 
for  the  latter  of  which  bis  head  was  by  far 
too  small ;  and  the  figure  he  cut  in  it  was 
most  ludicrously  grotesque.  The  Rector 
finding  him  particularly  vain  of  one  of 
those  canonical  substitutes  for  hair,  which 
he  had  lately  received,  formed  the  design 
to  mortify  him  in  the  presence  of  that  con¬ 
gregation  before  which  John  wished  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  every  respect  what  he  thought  him¬ 
self,  the  next  person  in  importance  to  his 
master.  One  morning  before  church  time 
Mr.  W.  said,  John,  I  shall  preach  on  a 
particular  subject  to-day  ;  and  shall  choose 
my  own  Psalm,  of  which  I  shall  give  out 
the  first  line,  and  you  shall  proceed  as 
usual.”  John  was  pleased  ;  and  the  ser¬ 
vice  went  forward  as  it  was  wont  to  do  till 
they  came  to  the  singing,  when  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley  gave  out  the  following  line, — 

**  Like  to  an  owl  in  ivy  bush/’ 

This  w  as  sung ; — and  the  following  line, 
John  peeping  out  of  the  large  canonical 
wig  in  which  his  head  was  half  lost,  gave 
out  with  an  audible  voice  and  appropriate 
connecting  twang, — 

**  That  rueful  thing  am  I !” 

The  whole  congregation,  struck  with 
John's  appearance,  saw,  and  felt  the  simili¬ 
tude,  and  hurst  out  into  laughter. 

The  Rector  was  pleased  ;  for  John  was 
mortified,  and  his  self-conceit  lowered. 
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Singular  Anecdote  of  the  Spidery  ioith 

Observations  on  the  Utility  of  Ants  in 

destroying  venomous  Insects,  By 

Capt,  Bagnold, 

Desirous  of  ascertaining  the  natural 
food  of  the  scorpion,  I  enclosed  one  (which 
measured  three  quarters  of  an  inch  from 
the  head  to  the  insertion  of  the  tail)  in  a 
wide-mouth  vial,  together  with  one  of 
those  large  spiders  so  common  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  closed  it  with  a  cork  perfora¬ 
ted  by  a  quill  for  the  admission  of  air : 
the  insects  seemed  carefully  to  avoid  each 
other,  retiring  to  opposite  ends  of  the  bot¬ 
tle,  which  was  placed  horizontally.  By 
giving  it  gradual  inclination,  the  scorpion 
wds  forced  into  contact  with  the  spider, 
when  a  sharp  encounter  took  place,  the 
latter  receiving  repeated  stings  from  his 
venomous  adversary,  apparently  without 
the  least  injury,  and  with  his  web  soon 
lashed  the  scorpion’s  tail  to  his  back,  sub¬ 
sequently  securing  his  legs  and  claws  with 
the  same  material.  In  this  state  I  left 
them  some  time,  in  order  to  observe  what 
effect  would  be  produced  on  tlie  spider  by 
the  wounds  he  ha(|  received..  Qn  my  re¬ 
turn,  however,  I  was  disappointed,  the 
ants  having  entered  and  destroyed  them 
both. 

In  the  West  Indies,  I  have  daily  wit¬ 
nessed  crowds  of  these  little  insects  de¬ 
stroying  the  spider  or  cockroach.  As  soon 
as  he  is  dispatched  they  carry  him  to  their 
nest.  I  have  frequently  seen  them  drag 
their  prey  perpendicularly  up  the  wall; 
and  although  the  weight  would  overcome 
their  united  efforts,  and  fall  to  the  ground 
perhaps  twenty  times  in  succession,  yet 
by  unremitting  perseverance,  and  the  aid 
of  reinforcement,  they  always  succeeded. 
A  struggle  of  this  description  once  amused 
the  officers  of  his  Majesty’s  ship  Retribu¬ 
tion  for  nearly  half  an  hour;  a  large  cen¬ 
tipede  entered  the  gun-room,  surrounded 
by  a  concourse  of  ants ;  the  deck  for  four 
or  five  feet  round  was  covered ;  his  body 
and  limbs  were  encrusted  with  his  Lillipu¬ 
tian  enemies,  and  although  great  numbers 
were  destroyed  by  his  exertions  to  escape, 
they  ultimately  carried  him  in  triumph  to 
their  dwelling.  In  the  woods  near  Sierra 
Leone,  I  have  several  times  seen  the  en¬ 
tire  skeletons  of  the  snake  beautifully  dis¬ 
sected  by  these  minute  anatomists. 

From  these  circumstances  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  that  ants  are  a  considerable  check  to 
the  increase  of  those  venopious  reptileS| 


so  troublesome  in  the  torrid  zone ;  their 
industry,  perseverance,  courage,  and  nu¬ 
merical  force,  seem  to  strengthen  the  con¬ 
jecture  :  and  in  that  case  they  amply  re¬ 
munerate  us  for  their  own  depredations. 


THE  PIOUS  SUNDAY  SCHOLAR 

Hannah  Lockett  was  born  at  Lane< 
End,  in  Staffordshire,  in  the  year  1806. 
When  about  eight  years  of  age,  she  was 
admitted  into  the  Sabbath  School,  at 
Zion  Chapel ;  where  her  diligent  attention 
to  her  learning,  and  the  respect  she  paid 
to  her  instructors,  soon  gained  their  affec¬ 
tion  and  esteem.  When  some  of  the  scho¬ 
lars  have  complained  of  being  corrected, 
she  reminded  them  that  it  was  for  their 
bad  conduct;  that  if  they  behaved  well, 
they  would  not  be  corrected,  for  the  teach¬ 
ers  never  corrected  Iier. 

But  her  diligence  and  orderly  behaviour 
was  not  only  admired  when  at  school,  but 
at  home,  and  in  tla^  neighbourhood.  She 
was  seldom  seen  to  play  with  other  chil¬ 
dren  ;  but  spent  much  of  her  leisure  time 
in  reading  the  books  she  received  at  the 
school. 

To  acquire  the  first  rudiments  of  learn¬ 
ing,  was  but  a  small  part  of  the  benefit 
she  derived  from  the  institution.  The 
moral  and  religious  instruction  she  re¬ 
ceived  from  time  to  time,  made  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  her  youthful  heart ; 
she  listened  to  the  advice  given,  retained 
it  in  her  memory,  and  reduced  it  to  prac¬ 
tice. 

It  appears,  from  her  own  testimony, 
that  from  a  very  early  period,  her  mind 
had  been  under  serious  impressions;  and 
though  her  parents  were  strangers  to  reli¬ 
gion,  and  opposed  to  it  in  her ;  yet  under 
these  disadvantages,  her  tender  mind  still 
fostered  the  good  impressions  she  had  re¬ 
ceived  :  her  thoughts  were  much  employ¬ 
ed  about  heaven,  and  how  to  be  prepared 
for  it. 

On  one  occasion,  the  person  who  lec¬ 
tured  the  scholars,  had  been  enforcing  the 
necessity  of  prayer.  When  Hannah  went 
home,  she  appeared  dejected,  and  so  much 
affected  with  what  she  had  heard,  that  she 
did  not,  as  usual,  take  off  her  bonnet  and 
shawl ;  but  sat  pensive,  as  if  lost  in  thouerht. 
Her  mother  perceii^  it,  asked  what  was 

the  matter,  as  sheHIppeared  so  unegsy. _ 

She  attempted  to  conceal  her  distress; 
but  her  mother  pressed  her  to  tell  the  cause. 
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She  then' informed  her^  that  Mr.  B.  had 
been  asking  the  scholars  if  they  prayed  ; 
^^and  if  he  had  asked  me,  personally 
said  she,  should  have  told  him,  that 
you  would  not  let  me  pray adding,  You 
know,  mother,  that  you  would  not.’’ — 
F rom  this  time  her  parents  never  prevent¬ 
ed  her  from  praying  or  reading ;  nor  did 
she  fail  to  avail  herself  of  the  privilege. — 
She  prayed  morning  and  evening,  and  fre¬ 
quently  rose  from  her  bed,  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  to  address  the  throne  of  grace. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  she  prayed  au¬ 
dibly  ;  supposing  that  all  the  family  were 
asleep.  Her  mother  hearing  her,  and  ob¬ 
serving  something  in  her  manner  of  ex¬ 
pressing  herself,  which  she  did  not  approve, 
asked  her,  if  she  called  that  prayer.  To 
which  she  answered,  You  know,  mother, 
that  you  never  taught  me  to  pray ;  there¬ 
fore  I  must  pray  as  well  as  I  can.”  In¬ 
deed  her  mind  was  so  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  duty,  that  she  prevailed 
upon  her  mother  to  pray,  though  she  could 
only  repeat  the  Lord’s  prayer;  observing, 
^‘it  was  better  to  say  that,  than  not  to 
pray  at  all ;  that  when  she  began,  it  was 
all  that  she  could  say :  but  now  the  Lord 
had  shewn  her  her  wants,  and  she  was 
able  to  make  them  known  to  Him.” 

In  her  last  illness,  which  was  very  long, 
being  visited  by  some  of  the  teachers,  they 
were  gratified  in  finding  that  the  seed 
which  had  been  sown  in  her  heart,  was 
springing  up  to  life  eternal. 

On  the  first  visit  that  they  made  to  her, 
they  urged  her  to  pray  that  the  Lord 
would  teach  h^  in  the  things  pertaining 
to  salvation;  that  he  would  pardon  her 
sins,  and  prepare  her  for  heaven.  To 
which  she  answered,  that  she  had  long 
felt  a  need  of  something  to  make  her  hap¬ 
py,  and  save  her  from  her  fears ;  she  had 
tried  many  things,  but  all  in  vain ;  there 
was  something  which  she  wanted,  but  she 
did  not  know  what.  One  night,  soon  af¬ 
ter  this  interview,  when  the  family  was 
retired  to  rest,  while  she  was  pouring  out 
her  soul  to  God  in  fervent  prayer,  the  Lord 
gave  her  such  a  clear  manifestation  of 
his  pardoning  love,  that  all  her  doubts  and 
fears  were  removed  :  her  soul  was  so  hap¬ 
py  in  the  love  of  God,  that  her  prayer 
was  turned  into  praise :  she  was  constrain¬ 
ed  to  sing :  and  she  sang  so  loud  as  to 
awake  the  family  Her  mother  arose  and 
went  to  her ;  and  supposing  that  she  was 
delirious,  asked  her  what  was  the  matter ; 
ivheii  she  answered,  Oh  !  mother,  I  am 


so  happy,  that  I  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with  myself,  I  am  as  happy  as  if  I  was  in 
heaven !” 

On  the  next  visit  that  her  friends  paid 
her,  she  told  them  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  her  soul — that  all  her  doubts  and 
fears  were  removed,  that  the  fear  of  death 
was  taken  away,  and  that  she  had  rather 
die  than  live.  She  was  always  very  urgent 
with  her  friends  for  their  frequent  visits ; 
expressing  the  good  that  she  had  received 
from  them.  On  one  occasion,  she  remark¬ 
ed,  ‘‘Had  it  not  been  for  your  school,  and 
the  instructions  I  have  received  there,  1 
might  have  lived  without  God,  and  died 
without  hope.  It  is  to  the  instruction  I 
have  received  there,  that  I  owe  all  that  I 
know,  and  all  the  happiness  that  I  feel.” 
On  another  occasion,  she  earnestly  request¬ 
ed  the  visitors,  that  when  she  was  dead, 
they  would  visit  her  father  and  mother, 
and  her  poor  wild  sister;  remarking, 
“  Perhaps  the  Lord  will  hear  your  prayers 
for  them,  as  he  hath  done  for  me;  and 
they  are  always  better  when  you  have 
been.”  At  another  time,  she  told  the 
visitors  that  she  thought  she  should  have 
been  in  heaven  before  then ;  and  she  re¬ 
quested  them  to  sing,  appearing  much  ani¬ 
mated,  and  said  it  was  quite  agreeable  to 
her  feeling — it  was,  like  heaven.  The 
last  time  that  one  of  the  friends  saw  her, 
life  was  ebbing  out  apace ;  she  was  so 
low  that  she  could  scarcely  speak,  but 
made  motions  wdih  her  lips  for  him  to 
pray.  When  he  asked  her  if  she  was  still 
happy,  she  lifted  up  her  hands  to  denote 
that  she  was.  When  she  felt  I:erself  sink¬ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  death,  she  asked 
those  about  her  to  pray.  They  answered, 
that  they  could  not  pray.  She  then  asked 
thetn  to  sing,  but  they  could  not.  However, 
one  of  them  read  to  her,  and  while  reclining 
on  the  breast  of  her  mother,  she  resigned 
her  spirit  into  the  hands  of  Him  who  gave 
it.  She  died  in  the  year  1822,  and  in  the 
sixteenth  year  of  her  age. 

ASIATIC^^^ERBS. 

Men,  because  of  speech^  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  over  beasts ;  but  brutes  are  pre¬ 
ferable  to  men  whose  language  is  indecent. 

One  coat,  one  house,  and  one  day’s 
food,  is  enough  for  you ;  and  should  you 
die  at  noon-day,  you  will  have  one-half 
too  much. 

Interested  friends  resemble  dogs  in  pub¬ 
lic  places,  who  love  the  bones  better  than 
those  who  throw  them. 
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The  following  lines  having  been  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Faiintleroy,  by  an  unknown  hand,  he 
showed  them  to  a  friend,  speaking  of  them  in 
terms  of  warm  admiration.' 

WHAT  IS  PRAYER 

Prayer  is  the  soul’s  sincere  desire. 

Uttered  or  unexpress’d ; 

The  motion  of  a  hidden  fire, 

That  trembles  in  the  breast. 

Prayer  is  the  burden  of  a  sigh, 

The  falling  of  a  tear; 

The  upward  glancing  of  an  eye. 

When  none  but  God  is  near. 

Prayer  is  the  simplest  form  of  speech, 

That  any  lips  can  try ; 

Prayer.the  sublimest  strains  that  reach 
The  Majesty  on  high. 

Prayer  is  the  Christian’s  vital  breath. 

The  Christian’s  native  air ; 

His  watchword  at  the  gates  of  death, 

He  enters  heaven  with  prayer. 

Prayer  is  the  contrite  sinner’s  voice, 
Returning  from  b^s  ways ; 

While  angels  in  thear  songs  rejoice, 

And  say,  ^  Behold !  he  prays ! 

The  saints  in  prayer,  appear  as  one, 
fu  word,  and  deed,  and  mind, 

When  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 

Their  fellowship  they  find. 

Nor  prayer  is  made  on  earth  alone. — 

The  Holy  Spirit  pleads  ; 

And  Jesus  by  the  eternal  throne. 

For  sinners  intercedes. 

0  thou,  by  whom  w'e  come  to  God, 

The  life,  the  truth,  the  way. 

The  path  of  prayer,  thyself  hast  trod, 

*  Lord  teach  us  how'  to  pray.’ 
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SATURDAY,  JANUARY  25,  1825. 


Be  ashamed  of  nothing  but  sin. — Many 
are  the  prejudices  and  eriors  that  prevail 
in  the  world ;  and  what  might  be  counted 
highly  sinful  by  one,  with  another  would 
not  create  the  least  compunction.  The 
Jew  counts  it  sinful  to  partake  of  unclean 
animals — the  Mahometan  to  drink  wine, 
and  the  Christian  will  both  eat  the  flesh 

V- 

that  is  counted  unclean  by  the  Jew,  and 
drink  the  wine  forbid  to  the  Mahometan, 
without  counfing  either  a  sin.  It  is  not 
the  eating  or  drinking,  but  the  excess  that 
constitutes  the  sin;  and  of  gluttony  or 
drunkenness  every  man  ought  to  be 
ashamed.  Some  count  it  a  sin  to  laugh, 
and  some  even  to  smile  a  little;  such  are 


the  erroneous  ideas  they  have  of  religious 
gravity,  that  it  must  be  turned  into  sour¬ 
ness  or  melancholy,  and  thus  live  a  Hie  of 
hypocrisy  by  appearing  to  men  without, 
always  solemn  and  serious ;  and  therefore 
nothing  like  pleasure  or  satisfaction  can  be 
enjoyed  in  their  company.  The  true 
Christian  lives  by  the  day,  and  the  good 
of  it  he  enjoys  with  gratitude  to  his  Maker, 
while  the  evil  he  puts  up  with  without 
murmuring  or  complaining.  His  life  is 
pleasant,  bis  countenance  generally  serene, 
and  the  little  incidents  ofUife  that  occur, 
which  in  themselves  are  not  sinful,  he  may 
laugh  or  smile  at,  and  pass  along  not  being 
ashamed,  the  wickedness  he  can  reprove 
at  proper  times,  and  the  good  of  h>s  fellow 
men  he  can  aim  at,  though  reproached  by 
some,  reproved  by  others,  censured  or  ap¬ 
plauded,  he  will  still  refer  his  case  to  the 
great  day,  and  pass  cheerfully  through  life, 
believing  in  the  goodness  and  mercy  as 
well  as  the  justice  of  Him  who  so  loved  the 
world  as  to  give  his  Son  a  ransom  for 
many. 

A  good  honest,  sober  man  came  to  us 
last  Saturday  to  give  up  the  ‘‘  Friendly 
Visitor, because,  as  he  said,  there  was 
something  in  it  at  which  people  would 
laugh,  and  consequently  he  could  not  en¬ 
courage  it.  I  trust,  the  sanctifying  grace 
that  he  professes  to  enjoy,  will  cause  him 
to  remember  the  motto  of  this  pH{>er,  To 
err  is  human,  to  forgive  divine*^ — and  that 
while  we  seek  to  follow  it,  he  will  not  too 
hastily  judge,  lest  with  what  measure  ye 
mete  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again. 
Sin  is  the  transgression  of  a  law  ;  that  is, 
it  must  be  something  done  that  is  derog¬ 
atory  to  God  or  hurtful  to  man  ;  and  as 
long  as  we  do  not  write  or  prim  any  that 
is  either,  we  shall  not  he  ashamed. 

RECEIPT  FOR  A  TATTLER. 

Take  the  vine  of  a  runabout,  and  the 
root  of  nimble  tongue,  of  each  six  hand¬ 
fuls  ;  fifteen  ounces  oi  ambition  ;  the  same 
quantity  of  nonsense,  and  bruise  them  to¬ 
gether  in  a  mortar  of  misapprehension ; 
and  then  boil  them  over  the  fire  of  wild 
surmise,  until  you  perceive  a  scimi  of 
falsehood  rising  on  the  top,  and  tlien  sir.iin 
it  through  a  cloth  of  misconstructi^m,  put 
it  into  a  bottle  of  malignity,  stop  it  up  with  a 
cork  of  envy,  and  then  suck  a  glass  ih  naigh 
a  quill  of  malevolence,  and  you  will  he  pre¬ 
pared  to  speak  all  .manner  of  evil  without 
regard  to  person  or  character. 
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DOMESTIC. 


At  FUin5ehl,  Olwgo  county,  at  the  funeral 
of  A  child,  a  itelKb,  in  which  the  motirnen  were, 
im^singover  a  bridge,  the  horaes  look  fright  and 
jiim|ied  oSf  and  four  out  of  ail,  fell  twenty  feet, 
broke  through  the  iee  to  the  bottom  in  aeven 
feet  weter,  but  were  alt  saved  Dr.  Lewis  who 
wa.s  in  the  sleigh  when  it  fell,  hung  suspended 
by  hit  fingers  until  he  was  released  from  his 
perilous  situation.  Mr.  Gardner  after  bring  re¬ 
covered  from  the  water,  dove  again  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  and  saved  bis  wife. 

A  few  days  since,  at  a  shooting  match,  a  boy 
of  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  shot  tliroiigb  the 
lieod,  he  putting  his  head  out  from  behind  a 
building  to  look,  just  as  a  gun  was  fired. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  Noifolk,  on  the  ItHh  inst. 
whicli  consumed  three  buddings.  * 

At  the  Court  of  Sessions,  a  number  of  per¬ 
sona  were  sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary,  among 
W'hora  was  Mary  Orr,  tor  indecently  exposing 
her  person  in  the  streets,  to  travel  on  the  tread¬ 
mill  for  three  months. 

General  Paulding  has  been  re-elected  Mayor 
of  this  city,  for  the  ensiling  year,  and  Mr  ITI- 
shoetfer,  C'ountellor  of  the  Board. 

There  is  a  project  started,  to  not  only  pull 
down  the  old  jail  and  bridewell,  but  to  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  state,  the  prison  at  Greenwich: 
and  there  to  hold  the  Court  of  Sessions,  &^c. 
This  will  involve  the  city  in  a  great  expense. 

One  of  the  coti.«t»^hles  in  Philadelphia  was  shot, 
in  attempting  to  take  a  iiihii, — but  was  not  dead 
at  the  last  account. 

Several  t>erson«  were  fined  and  imprisoned 
in  Pliiladeiphia,  for  attempting  to  rescue  a  black 
tnan  from  the  SheritT. 

John  Van  Potteii,  has  been  convicted  of  the 
munler  ol*  Mrs.  Schemerhorn,  at  Schenectady, 
and  is  to  he  hung  on  Friday  25th  February. 

David  Morgan,  was  niurJered  at  Peru,  in  this 
state,  on  the  26th  uit. ;  four  Irishmen  have  been 
taken  up  on  siisnicioii. 

Jason  rr.'dwell,\Vas.  executed  in  Pennsylvania 
on  the  iJtth,  for  the  munler  of  Oliver  Harper, 
ill  filay  last. 

A  Plateau  of  silver,  five  feet  six  inches  in 
length  and  two  feet  in  biTadth,  the  columns  six 
ill  number,  eich  surmounted  by  an  Eagle,  the 
figures  of  Ceres  and  Flora  with  roses  iic.  orna¬ 
ment  this  beautiful  piece  of  furniture  which 
i'  made  for  iiovernor  Clinton,  by  J.  N.  Forbes 
ot  this  city,  and  has  been  sent  on  to  Albany. 

FOREIGN  SUMMARY. 

Tur  centre  and  north  wing  of  the  Parlia- 
ment-lli.use  in  York,  L'pper-Canoda,  was  burnt 
on  (he  uit.  together  with  many  valimbie 
pjH>crs.  la>ss  at  least  8tXHl  dollars,  besides  the 
want  ot  a  building  for  the  Legislature  to  assem¬ 
ble  in. 

The  ^linister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  Chili,  has.  remonstrated  to  the  ,Gov- 
ernment  against  being  disturbed  in  relmoos 
worship,  and  interment  of  the  dead,  and  re¬ 
quests  that  Amencaus  may  be  pr«>tected  in  these 
pciyileget. — A  similar  coroniunicatloQ  ftiti  beMi 
made  by  the  Eqgiiah  GoTemiBMt 


Mr.  Fauntleroy  was  executed  according  to 
sentence,  on  the  80th  November,  and  bis  body 
delivered  to  his  friends  for  burial. 

The  most  tremendous  storm  and  flood  has 
occurred  in  England,  that  has  beeh'^ known  for 
many  years,  many  lives  were  lost,  great  damage 
done  to  shipping,  houses  blown  down,  and  tbe 
sea  going  beyona  its  usual  bounds,  has  destroyed 
an  immense  properly. 

A  heavy  stack  of  chimneys,  was  blown  clown 
on  the  bouse  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richman  and 
crushed  him  and  bis  wife  as  they  lay  in  bed, 
beneath  the  ruins. 

A  female  servant  silting  by  the  fire  side,  was 
struck  by  lightning  which  entirely  deprived  her 
of  sight. 

A  desperate  gang  of  Thieves  and  Pirates,  had 
been  arrested  at  St.  Thomas*,  and  would  be  tried 
after  the  holidays. 

In  Persia  an  earthquake  which  la.sted  6  days 
and  nights  had  swallowed  up  more  than  half 
of  the  city  of  Shims,  and  overthrew  the  other 
part  so  that  hardly  5t>t>  persons  have  been  saved. 
Razroon  a  city  not  far  from  the  other  had  been 
swallowed  up  with  nearly  all  the  inhabitants 
and  tlie  mountains  rouncl  had  been  levelled  so 
that  no  trace  of  them  remains 

The  dykes  by  tbe  late  flood  in  Holland  had 
been  hmlen  and  the  water  rose  forty  feet  above 
the  ordinary  level. 

The  editor  of  a  paper  in  France,  has  been 
fined  2000  francs  for  using  the  expression 
Iful  a  freitnan  mounts  the  throne,*' 

The  Greeks  are  progressing  in  their  efforts 
for  freedom. 


MARRIED. 

By  Rev.  Mr  Sandford,  Mr.  Joseph  Aodersoiij 
to  Susan  Ann  Baker,  both  of  New  Jersey. 

On  Thursday,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Duflie,  James 
Henry  Lamb,  K-sq  of  Montreal,  to  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Haynes,  daughter  of  Mr  Thomas  Hayoei 
of  this  city. 

On  tbe  same  evening  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cummings, 
Mr.  John  Black,  to  Miss  hebecca  Gray. 

At  Hoboken,  on  the  iltli  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wain- 
wrright,  Lieiit.  Joshua  R.  Sands,  U.  S.  N.  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Stevens,  Em|. 

At  New -Bedford,  on  the  11th  inst.  Mr.  D.  H. 
Rolterts,  merchant  of  this  city,  to  Miss  Myra 
M.  J.  Alny,  of  tbe  former  place. 

On  Sunday,  hy  Rev.  .Mr.  Power,  Richard 
Zuite,  Esq.  M.  D.  of  the  Island  of  St.  Croix, 
Wesl-Indies,  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of 
Francis  I.  Besier. 

On  Saturday,  by  Dr.  Feltus,  Mr.  Lewis  B. 
Sutton,  Merchant,  to  Miss  Martha  Ward,  of  this 
cHy. 

On  Saturday,  by  W.  M.  Stilweli,  Mr.  William 
Briggs,  to  Miss  .Maria  Teller. 

At  Hartford.  Con.  Mi.  Peufield  B.  Goodsell, 
to  Miss  ElisM  Bull 


DIED. 

Henry  Lloyd,  Esq.  aged  82. 

Miss  Letitia.  daughter  of  Richard  Weiiman  19 
Mrs.  Catherine  Wethershine,  65. 

Mr.  Charles  Snare. 

Mr.  George  Francis,  30. 

Widow  Lucre tia  Cox.  83.  Mrs.  Mary  Cox,  36 
Mr.  Wyiiarn  Xripler,  teacher. 


I 


